THE GREAT WAR, 1914

the Second Army, commanded by Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien,
and on the Z2nd of April, for the first time, asphyxiating
gas, said to be chlorine gas, was used by the Germans* It
showed first as a large yellow cloud, which drifted down
over our trenches.

The German operators evidently wore special respirators
to protect themselves, and the neighbouring German troops
wore cotton masks soaked with a liquid supposed to be
bicarbonate of soda. The French territorials were terrified
and were driven from their trenches. The Canadians, too,
suffered much, but after the first alarm returned and re-
captured the guns they had lost.

As a result of the unexpected use of gas much ground was
lost, and troops from the First Army were sent up to assist
Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien. Ypres still remained in our hands,
however, and things gradually improved. Arrangements
were at once taken in hand by Douglas to secure supplies
of suitable gas-masks. The women, who had been so useful
with disinfectant baths, again came forward and concen-
trated on the making of these masks, and many at home
worked at them also. On hearing from me of die terrible
ordeal the troops had been through, the Empress Eugenie
ordered a very large consignment of special masks to be sent
to France.

On the two occasions Douglas had been home he thought
that the work of the hospital was telling on my health, and
many letters came from him asking me to give it up. I found
this a little difficult, however, as the Empress was so kind to
me and she seemed to like me running the hospital for hen

Early in May, Douglas told me that he was anxious that
the allied armies should combine in an early attack be-
cause, should the Germans take the initiative, the Allies
would have to conform to what the enemy did. Italy came
into the war with us about this time, and many were the
opinions expressed as to the effect her entry would have,

129                                           K